
 

Curriculum Rationale 

School Vision 

Todmorden High School- Enabling all individuals to unlock their unique potential. 

Core Values 

Ambition, Respect, Care and Honesty (ARCH) 

At Todmorden High School our vision is to enable all individuals to unlock their unique potential and the 

curriculum is a key lever is doing this. The curriculum is all encompassing and includes both what is learnt in 

lessons as well as out of lessons. 

Our curriculum is focused on the development of skills, knowledge and understanding, Social, Moral, Spiritual 

and Cultural (SMSC) education and British values. Our curriculum is ambitious and supports social mobility. We 

give all our students a broad and balanced curriculum that will give them the foundation they need to lead happy 

and successful lives, underpinned by our core values of Ambition, Respect, Care and Honesty. Our curriculum 

supports long-term goals including progression onto post-16/18 education, apprenticeships or employment with 

training.  

At THS we aim to provide a curriculum that will inspire all students and provide them with the ambition to achieve 

remarkable rates of progress, both academically and personally. We intend that our curriculum, both within 

taught lessons and beyond them, should create an environment where questioning, academic risk-taking, 

divergent thinking and the freedom to learn from mistakes are all encouraged. We also aim that our curriculum 

should imbue in our students these qualities: Ambition, Respect, Care and Honesty. Our curriculum will be 

ambitious and accessible to all students regardless of their background, special educational need or disability 

(SEND) or starting point. Whilst it is designed to provide a broad, rich and deep learning experience for the 

greater majority of students it is also flexible enough to be tailored to the needs of students who need addition 

support with Literacy and Numeracy. It seeks to strike an appropriate balance between the types of subjects that 

are delivered whilst ensuring that all students, regardless of prior learning, have access to academic, sporting 

and creative qualifications as well as extra-curricular opportunities, and the best of what has been thought and 

said. 

Our curriculum should be seen in its widest sense as the entire planned learning experience. This includes six 

ARCH days, assemblies and formal lessons as well as trips, routines, and any learning that may take place 

outside the classroom. Our curriculum is ambitious, students study the core curriculum and all may study the 

English Baccalaureate. In addition, in key stage 3, we have a ‘culture cycle’, offering enrichment subjects to 

boost cultural capital and promote the links between subjects. Subjects covered include Drama, Digital Literacy, 

Latin, Speaking and Listening, Working Scientifically, Spanish Culture and the History of Art. 

We will ensure that students who have not made prior expected rates of progress catch up with their peers. A 

strategic approach to the organisation of the curriculum for these students will ensure that they do not miss out 

on opportunities to study the broadest range of subjects establishing equality of provision. We also wish to 

ensure that attainment and progress gaps between boys and girls, disadvantaged, SEN and figures for all 

students nationally closes. This will be achieved through timely intervention systems and rigorous teaching and 

learning which sees the ‘bar set high’ for what we expect students to achieve. 



 

Our curriculum still values the breadth and depth of a full three year key stage 3 experience. We believe that this 

gives students a sound grounding as well as providing time for them to develop in preparation for rigorous 

GCSEs and examinations. We believe this builds resilience and broadens experiences. 

At key stage 4 students will be able to specialise through an ‘options’ process. All students follow the core 

curriculum comprising of English, maths, science, PE, and ARCH. We expect prior lower-attaining students to 

access EBacc subjects and languages in the same way as their peers. We aim to build our EBacc capability in 

the short and medium term so that the majority of students have access to these types of subjects.  

We wish our curriculum to provide outcomes for students that will give them access to further study higher level 

employment or training. In addition, we wish to develop their love of learning and equip them with strategies 

necessary for GCSE success. However, good examination results are only part of the picture, our curriculum will 

deliver a rich and full knowledge of the world in which we live, and we will aim to build cultural capital in every 

learning opportunity. In addition, a full PSHCE programme is delivered via 6 ARCH days each year in key stage 

3/4.  Themes for ARCH days include personal development, citizenship, British values, SMSC, mental health and 

sex education (KS4 Computer Science). 

Literacy, numeracy, SMSC and British values are integral to the tutor and assembly programmes and teaching 

and learning. Content may vary dependent on current need. Our extra-curricular programme is designed to 

enrich students’ educational experience in particular building cultural capital. Our whole learning experience 

seeks to highlight soft skills, such as character, communication skills, team working, resilience and 

independence. All of these skills are developed both in and out of class. We have a very strong student 

leadership programme, seeking to develop confidence and other life skills, this programme includes student 

leadership, student voice, charity events, and student led tours, students interviewing staff and SMSC/Mental 

Health Ambassador opportunities. All these activities are great ways to build the skills employers are seeking. 

Our Careers programme links with local and national businesses and students meet with a range of employees 

and employers through events such as annual Careers week and Careers fair. Our Careers lead advises on our 

school Careers Action plan each year, and advises on how to develop this programme year on year, in line with 

Gatsby benchmarks. We have also forged strong links with local post-16/18 providers, hosting a post-16 

Education Fair each year and arranging visits by post-16 institution staff and to those institutions in order to 

prepare for transition and allow students to be advised about the preparation of CVs and applications, for 

example. 

The curriculum, even in its broadest sense, will ensure students experience activities which demonstrate our 

commitment to upholding and sharing British Values. The school values  of ‘Ambition, Respect, Care & Honesty’ 

drive SMSC in our school, by encouraging our students to embrace the fundamental British Values of 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs.  

 


