
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

July 14th, 2023 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

School information 

Catering – I regret to inform you that school has had to make an increase to catering costs. From September 2023 

school dinner prices will be £2.60 for a main meal and dessert. This price rise is due to increased costs of food, 

although some of the increased costs have been absorbed by the school as we appreciate there is a cost of living 

crisis.  

Free school meals - Applications for free school meals are now online, please contact the school if you need support. 

See details below on how to apply for your area.  

Calderdale: https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/council-tax-and-benefits/benefits/free-school-meals   

Lancashire County Council: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/  

Sports day postponed - Our sports day planned for this week has been postponed to next Tuesday 18th July due to 

thunderstorms forecast.  

KS3 celebration evening – our KS3 celebration evening took place on Wednesday this week after school. Thanks to 

all who attended it was lovely to celebrate the success of our year 9 students following the end to their time in our 

KS3 year groups. They move on to their GCSEs next year and their journey towards post 16 education and their 

future careers. Well done year 9.  

Summer show – the summer show took place last night and was absolutely fantastic. Thank you to all who came to 

watch our talented students showcasing their musical and dramatic skills. I was very proud of the students. Thank 

you to Miss Daubney and Miss Brockman for organising.  

Leavers and starters – we have a number of staff leaving this summer and some new staff joining us in September. 

We wish all the colleagues leaving us all the best for their future and look forward to welcoming our new staff in the 

new term. A summary of changes to staffing is below. In other news, Miss Daubney is moving into our ICT and 

iMedia department and being replaced by Mrs Lupton in Drama. 

Leaving us are - Miss Brown (LSA), Miss Wright (LSA), Mrs Wheeler (LSA), Miss Smith (LSA), Mrs Stretton (numeracy 

mentor), Mr Johnson (estates), Mr Lowe (science), Mr Smith (maths), Mr Ryan (ICT), Mrs Timewell (Ewood) and Mr 

Smith (science). 

Joining us in September are – Mrs Lucas (LSA), Miss Page (LSA), Mrs Asad (LSA), Miss Green (LSA), Miss Smith 

(science), Miss Collins (science) and Mrs Gledhill (cover leader). 

 

  

Up & coming dates 
York Trip EPR – 17th July (year 10 only) 
Sports Day – 18th July 
Salford Quays Trip Geog – 19th July (year 10 only) 
Students break up from school – 21st July 12.20pm 
GCSE results day – 24th August (info to follow) 
Return to school – 6th September (staggered return) 

 

 

 

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/council-tax-and-benefits/benefits/free-school-meals
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/


 

School news 

Reading rewards - Six students from Years 7 to 9 were this week rewarded 

for their enthusiastic approach to reading during this academic 

year.  Austin Dyer, Eve Kennedy, Lucy Cook, Caleb Crisp, Iris Dalton and 

Ryan Smith were all rewarded with a certificate and a brand-new book 

from our school vending machine.  Well done!  

Student teacher - This 

week Raqib, who is in 

year 9, delivered a talk on Islam to year 7. He did a fantastic job 

and was able to answer lots of the class's questions. We think he 

would make a brilliant teacher. Well done. 

Water safety – Members of tTe fire service have been in speaking 

to our students about water safety. They have delivered important messages about how to stay safe whilst 

swimming, and the essential message of ‘floating to live’ if you experience cold water shock.  We encourage you to 

speak with your child/ren about these messages and ensuring they remain safe throughout the summer. 

Time for tea - This week the gardening team began to process the dried 

melissa, mint and feverfew which has been drying. This will be added to 

envelopes and sent out as Tod High loose-leaf tea. It has an excellent fresh 

lemon taste with headache and stress reducing properties. Next week the 

gardening team will be harvesting soft fruit to make smoothies to celebrate 

the last session.  

There will still be tomatoes, pumpkins, artichoke and a myriad of fruit to 

harvest post August. Well done to our brilliant team of dedicated gardeners. 

Special thanks go to Mr George for helping the gardening team out with all of 

their technical needs.  

Saikyo soup - We have been linking up with Japan, taking part in an 

international soup making event and meeting together to share what we do in 

school. Please click below to watch our video about Saikyo Soup and our 

gardening team! https://youtu.be/FNaNVfkHPaM 

Other events 

Animal Academy – Hopwood Hall - This incredible 5-day adventure is for young people aged 13-16 who aspire to 

develop a career working with animals. Delivered by Hopwood Hall’s in-house team of zoologists and expert tutors, 

these immersive programmes are set to give young people 30 hours of highly sought-after practical experience - 

perfect foundations for a career in working with animals. Animal Academy students will learn all about the unique 

lives of the endangered animals at Hopwood Hall College, they have over 500 animals, including meerkats, 

flamingos, wallabies and alpacas to name but a few so this promises to be an amazing experience.  

Courses will be held on the following weeks 9am until 3pm: 

• Monday 31st July until Friday 4th August  

• Monday 14th August until Friday 18th August  

 

You can book a place following the link below:  

Animal Academy - Hopwood Hall College and University Centre 

https://youtu.be/FNaNVfkHPaM
https://www.hopwood.ac.uk/event/animal-academy/


 

Cloud youth club - Cloud run a weekly youth club for young people aged 11+ from their base at Machpelah Mill in 

Hebden Bridge. They are a safe, drop in space where young people can socialise, meet friends, take part in arts, 

crafts, sporting and musical activities, join a core group of young people influencing how the youth club is run, learn 

how to run a campaign and to support social justice across our area, nationally and internationally.  CLOUD is run by 

trained and experienced youth workers. Young people attending can have a nutritious and healthy tea and there's a 

range of snacks and drinks available. There is no cost to attend. They are open every Wednesday 3.30pm - 7.00pm. 

Please see the back of my letter for some leaflets regarding holiday activities and much more.  

End of school year – As we usually do, school will close early on Friday 21st July for the summer holidays. Students 

will be dismissed from school site at 12.20pm. Please ensure you have planned to account for this. Students who live 

out of area will be supported with their journey home at the slightly earlier time of 11.15am.  

Start of next school year – We will be writing home to parents within the next week with details of return to school 

arrangements for September as year groups will arrive at different times on a staggered start. We will also publish 

this information on our website. Don’t forget that our school day has changed as of September and that students will 

be arriving from 8.30am and finishing at the slightly later time of 3pm. You can view our school day on the website 

School opening hours and term dates - Todmorden High School (todhigh.co.uk).  

Apprenticeship opportunity – Vision graphics are looking to employ an apprentice. I have included the spec at the 

rear of the letter.  

As always if you have any queries or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us on the details at the head 

of this letter, via your child’s Learning Manager or through our school website.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Gill Shirt 

Headteacher 

 

https://www.todhigh.co.uk/key-information/school-opening-hours-and-term-dates/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


